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Howard, to the millions of others they see
embodied in these fine stamps. And I hope
all of us will be inspired to carry forward their
work of continuing to make our Nation safe
and strong and free.

Thank you very much.

[At this point, the first sheet of stamps was
presented to the President.]

NOTE: The President spoke at approximately
12:40 p.m.

Remarks at a World War II
Commemorative Service
in Honolulu, Hawaii
September 3, 1995

Thank you, Bishop, for your remarks, your
service, your introduction. To all of the dis-
tinguished people who have participated in
this magnificent program today, let me say
that after Captain Lovell spoke and Colonel
Washington sang and the Bishop made his
remarks, I’m not sure there’s much else to
say. [Laughter] And I’m certain that the rest
of us have been warmed by this ceremony
beyond belief.

But I do believe—I think there are two
brief things that ought to be said. One is we
ought to express our appreciation to this
magnificent choir for the music they have
given us today. [Applause] And secondly, in-
asmuch as this is the last of a long and mag-
nificent series of events commemorating the
50th anniversary of the end of World War
II, I would like to ask General Mick
Kicklighter and any other members of the
World War II Commemorative Commission
who are here to stand and receive our grati-
tude for a job very well done. [Applause]

Let me ask you as we close what you be-
lieve people will say about World War II 100
or 200 or 300 years from today. I believe
the lesson will be that people, when given
a choice, will not choose to live under em-
pire; that citizens, when given a choice, will
not choose to live under dictators; that peo-
ple, when given the opportunity to let the
better angels of their natures rise to the top,
will not embrace theories of political or racial
or ethnic or religious superiority; that in the
end, we know that Thomas Jefferson was

right: God created us all equal, with the
rights to life, liberty, and the pursuit of hap-
piness; and whatever differences there are
among us, we have more in common.

That was the ultimate lesson of the mag-
nificent remarks that Captain Lovell made.
And it better be the ultimate lesson we learn
from the tragedy of World War II. As we
move into the 21st century, as the world gets
smaller and smaller, as the fragile resources
we have that sustains life and permit progress
have to be maintained and enhanced, we
must remember that.

That was a lesson that some people knew
even in World War II. And I’d like to close
with a reading from this little book, ‘‘The Sol-
dier’s and Sailor’s Prayer Book,’’ that a lot
of our veterans carried with them in battle
in World War II. This is a prayer written
by the famous American poet, Stephen Vin-
cent Benét, that became known as the Presi-
dent’s prayer because President Franklin
Roosevelt prayed it on Flag Day, June 14th,
1942. I hope this is what people remember
as the lesson of World War II one and two
hundred years from now:

‘‘God of the free, grant us brotherhood
and hope and union, not only for the
space of this bitter war but for the days
to come, which shall and must unite all
the children of Earth. We are, all of us,
children of Earth. Grant us that simple
knowledge. If our brothers are op-
pressed, then we are oppressed. If they
hunger, then we hunger. If their free-
dom is taken away, our freedom is not
secure. Grant us the common faith that
man shall know bread and peace; that
he shall know justice and righteousness,
freedom, and security; an equal oppor-
tunity and an equal chance to do his best
not only in our own land but throughout
the world. And in that faith, let us march
toward the clean world our hands can
make.’’

Amen, and God bless America.

NOTE: The President spoke at 11:18 a.m. at the
Waikiki Band Shell. In his remarks, he referred
to Bishop James Matthew, World War II veteran
and bishop of the United Methodist Church;
former astronaut Capt. James A. Lovell, Jr.
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Remarks at the Dedication of
California State University at
Monterey Bay in Monterey,
California
September 4, 1995

Thank you so much. It’s a gorgeous day.
It’s a wonderful reception. I thank you. I
can’t imagine anybody in America who’s hav-
ing a better time on Labor Day than I am
right now. And I thank you.

Senator Boxer and Lieutenant Governor
Davis, Congressman Mineta, Secretary West,
Chancellor Munitz, President Peter Smith,
my longtime friend from the time he was the
Lieutenant Governor of Vermont and I was
the Governor of Arkansas; we worked on
education together. You’ve got a good person
here; you’re very lucky to have him. And my
good friend Congressman Sam Farr who has
worked like a demon for this project and talks
to me about it incessantly. You think I came
out here because of Leon, but the truth is
I showed up today because I couldn’t bear
to watch Sam Farr cry if I hadn’t come.
[Laughter] And let me say to Beatrice, I’m
glad your daddy is here. If you were my
daughter, I’d have been very proud of you
here today. You were great. You were terrific.
Thank you. Stand up there. Give him a hand.
[Applause] Thank you, sir. Thank you.

I want to thank all the others who made
this possible, the other distinguished plat-
form guests. And to Milrose Basco, thank you
for singing the National Anthem. You were
terrific. I thank the Watsonville Community
Band, the Bethel Missionary Church Choir,
the Western Stage of Hartnell College, El
Teatro del Campesino—everyone who kept
you occupied and entertained in the begin-
ning. I thank the members of the general
assembly who worked hard to make this pos-
sible.

You know, I was listening to Leon talk
about the time he introduced me in Rome.
That’s really true, he translated my remarks
in Rome. We were in the town square
there—thousands and thousands of those
handsome, robust Romans were around—
Leon and I standing before the cheering
crowd. They were chattering away in Italian.
The attractive, young mayor of Rome was to
my left. I leaned over, and I said, ‘‘What are

they saying, Mayor?’’ He said, ‘‘Do you really
want to know?’’ [Laughter] I said, ‘‘Yes.’’ He
said, ‘‘They’re saying, who’s that guy up there
with Leon Panetta?’’ [Laughter] This fall I’m
going to take him to Ireland and give him
a dose of his own medicine. [Laughter]

We were in there a few moments ago, and
I was meeting some of the folks that helped
to make this project possible. One lady went
through the line and shook my hand, and she
said, ‘‘Mr. President, follow your heart, and
do what Leon tells you to.’’ I want to say
if she had told me to do what Sylvia tells
me to, I’d come nearer to doing it. [Laugh-
ter]

One of the reasons that I felt so strongly—
the first time I had a talk with Leon Panetta
and I asked him to become head of the Office
of Management and Budget, which, in many
ways, in a time when we’re downsizing the
Government and when we have to cut so
much and still try to save enough money to
invest in things like education, it was really
important to me to have someone who not
only understood the value of a dollar and how
the budget worked, but someone I thought
had good, basic American values and knew
what it would take to build the community
of America for the 21st century. That’s why
I asked Leon Panetta to do that job. And
I have to tell you, when you pick somebody
you don’t know for a position, you don’t know
real well, it’s very difficult to know whether
you’re making the right decision. You always
kind of look for clues, you know. And I’m
now old enough and been in enough jobs
that I’ve hired thousands of people to do dif-
ferent things. And I have to tell you, one of
the things that made the biggest impression
on me, probably because of my own experi-
ence, was the partnership that Leon and Syl-
via had working for this congressional district
over so many years. That’s the kind of thing
we need more of in our country today, and
it made a big impression. And I thank you.

I’ve got a lot to say today, and you may
not remember much of it. If you don’t re-
member anything else, remember this: This
country will be the greatest country in the
world in the 21st century, just as it has been
in the 20th century, if, but only if, we take
all the challenges that are before us and ap-
proach them in the same way that you ap-
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